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The p r e s e n t  a u t h o r  v i s i t e d  S u r t s e y  two t i m e s  d u r i n g  1964 

f o r  t h e  purpose  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  d i s p e r s a l  o f  p l a n t s  t o  t h e  is- 

l and .  The f i r s t  v i s i t  was made on May 2 1 s t ,  t h e  second on  

October  1 5 t h .  During b o t h  v i s i t s  a thorough  s e a r c h  f o r  macro- 

s c o p i c  p l a n t s ,  o r  p a r t s  o f  p l a n t s ,  was made on t h e  sandy s h o r e s  

of  t h e  e a s t ,  n o r t h  and n o r t h  w e s t  c o a s t s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  and on 

t h e  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  Lagoon, i n t o  which t h e  s e a  is r e a c h i n g  d u r i n g  

heavy s o u t h  e a s t  and e a s t  wind a t  h i g h  w a t e r .  Because o f  s u r f  

d u r i n g  b o t h  v i s i t s  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  p l a n t s  on 

t h e  l a v a  s h o r e s  of t h e  west, s o u t h  and s o u t h  e a s t  c o a s t s  o f  

t h e  i s l a n d .  

Dur ing b o t h  v i s i t s  p l a n t  p a r t s  were found d r i f t e d  a s h o r e ,  

j u s t  a s  c an  be  found on t h e  s h o r e  a lmos t  everywhere i n  I c e l a n d ,  

b u t  no macroscopic  p l a n t s  were found growing on t h e  c o a s t  w i t h  

t h e  s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  some f i l a m e n t o u s  Chlorophyceae s p e c i e s ,  

which were found forming l i t t l e  mats  on a s h o r e  d r i f t e d  p i e c e  o f  

wood. Most o f  t h e s e  p l a n t  p a r t s  were found on t h e  s h o r e  e a s t  o f  

t h e  Lagoon. 

P a r t s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p l a n t  s p e c i e s  were found on  t h e  

i s l a n d :  

On May 2 1 s t :  

Vas cu l a r  p l a n t s :  

C o c h l e a r i a  o f f i c i n a l i s  L. Some few f r e s h  g r e e n  b a s a l  

l e a v e s ,  1 i n f l o r e s c e n c e  and stem w i t h  stem l e a v e s  and 

i n f l o r e s c e n c e .  

Elymus a r e n a r i u s  L. 1 o l d  s e e d .  

L igus t i cum skot icum L. 3 f r e s h  g r e e n  b a s a l  l e a v e s .  



M a t r i c a r i a  mar i t ima L.  Ca. 2 5  f r e s h  g r e e n  b a s a l  l e a v e s  

and 1 f r e s h  young p l a n t  w i t h  b a s a l  l e a v e s  and t h e  upper-  

most p a r t  o f  t h e  r o o t .  T h i s  young p l a n t  was brought  t o  

Reykjav ik  and p o t t e d ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e .  

Poa p r a t e n s i s  L. Some few f r e s h  g r e e n  l e a v e s  and s t o l o n s .  

Sedum r o s e a  (L.) Scop, Some few f r e s h  g r een  l e a v e s  and 

3 f r e s h  g r e e n  s tems w i t h  l e a v e s .  

Algae: 

Ascophyllum nodosum (L.) Le. J o l .  Some 40 t h a l l u s  f r a g -  

ments ,  one  o f  them w i t h  a n  e p i p h y t i c  growing Monostroma s p .  

n e a r  t h e  ba se .  

Fucus i n f l a t u s  L. and Fucus v e s i c u l o s u s  L. 20-30 t h a l l u s  

f r agmen t s  o f  each  s p e c i e s .  

A s p e c i e s  o f  f i l a m e n t o u s  g r e e n  a l g a e ,  p robab ly  be long ing  

t o  Chlorophyceae ,  found growing on a s h o r e  d r i f t e d  p i e c e  

o f  wood. 

On October  1 5 t h :  

Vascu la r  p l a n t s :  

Alopecurus  p r a t e n s i s  L. 1 p a n i c l e  w i t h  few s e e d s .  C o l l e c t e d  

f o r  ge rmina t  i a n  a b i l i t y  c o n t r o l .  

Ange l ica  a r c h a n g e l i c a  L. 1 o l d  s t e m  w i t h  l e a v e  b a s e s .  

Anthoxanthum odoratum L. 1 p a n i c l e  w i t h  few s e e d s .  

C o l l e c t e d  f o r  ge rmina t i on  a b i l i t y  c o n t r o l ,  

Euph ra s i a  s p .  1 i n f l o r e s c e n c e  w i t h  open and empty 

c a p s u l e s .  

Fe s tuca  r u b r a  L. 2  stems w i t h  l e a v e s ,  one  o f  them w i t h  

a  p a n i c l e  w i thou t  any s e e d s .  

Galium borea1.e L. A p a r t  of  a  stem w i t h  two l e a v e  whor l s .  

Mer t ens i a  mar i t ima (L.) S.F.  Gray. A p a r t  o f  s t e m  w i t h  

f r e s h  l e a v e s .  



Sedum r o s e a  scop.  stem w i t h  f o l l i c l e s .  

S i l e n e  marit ima With. A c a l y x  w i t h  f ragments  of a c a p s u l e .  

A r o o t ,  probably of  some g r a s s  s p e c i e s .  C o l l e c t e d ,  p o t t e d  

i n  Reykjavik ,  Seems t o  be  dead now. 

Algae: 

Chorda s p .  20-30 t h a l l u s  f ragments .  

Ascophyllum nodosum Le. J o l .  t h a l l u s  f ragments .  

Fucus i n f l a t u s  L. Some few t h a l l u s  f ragments .  

Fucus v e s i c u l o s u s  L. @a .  20 t h a l l u s  f ragments .  

Odonthal ia  d e n t a t a  (L.  1 Lyngb. 1 t h a l l u s  fragment.  




