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The second a t t empt  o f  h igher  p l a n t s  t o  invade S u r t s e y ,  

took p l a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  summer o f  1966. 

On J u l y  2nd fou r  s e e d l i n g s  o f  Sea Lyme Gras s ,  Elymus 

a r e n a r i u s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s e e d l i n g  o f  Sea Rocket ,  C a k i l e  e d e n t u l a ,  

were found growing on t h e  sandy s h o r e  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  o f  

t h e  i s l a n d .  

The p l a n t s  grew from s e e d s ,  which had appa ren t l y  d i s p e r s e d  

by ocean a s  t hey  were a l l  found growing i n  a row a t  t h e  h i g h t i d e  

l i n e .  A s  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  a r e  no t  found growing anywhere c l o s e r  t o  

t h e  new i s l a n d  t h a n  on t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Heimaey, t h e i r  minimal d i s -  

t a n c e  o f  d i s p e r s a l  must have been 20  km (Johnsen 1937,  F r i d r i k s -  

son and Johnsen 1966) .  During t h i s  ocean t r a v e l  t h e  seed  h a s  

k e p t  i ts  ge rmina t i on  a b i l i t y .  

The f i r s t  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  v a s c u l a r  p l a n t s  t o  s t a r t  growth 

on t h e  i s l a n d  were o f  t h e  s p e c i e s  C a k i l e  e d e n t u l a .  These were 

l a t e r  bu r i ed  under t e p h r a  from t h e  volcano S y r t l i n g u r  a s  p re -  

v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d  on: ( F r i d r i k s s o n  1965) .  The p l a n t s  s t a r t i n g  

growth i n  1966 were a l s o  wiped o u t ,  t h i s  t i m e  by ocean waves. 

Seeds and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  Elymus had been d i s cove red  

e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  d e b r i s  washed ashore  on Su r t s ey  (E ina r s son  1965,  

F r i d r i k s s o n  1966) .  

I n  t a b l e  I t h e r e  is an a d d i t i o n a l  l is t  o f  v a r i o u s  p l a n t  

p a r t s  found d r i f t e d  upon t h e  beach o f  Su r t s ey  d u r i n g  August and 

September 1966. Among t h e s e  were 1 0  seed  o f  C a k i l e  e d e n t u l a ,  

which proved germinable  when t e s t e d .  
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