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Introduction

The Surtsey eruption has now lasted for three years and five
months. It has become the longest lasting eruption in historic times
in Iceland, and few natural phenomena have offered as excellent
opportunities for scientific studies. In order to make the most of
this unique opportunity, the Surtsey Research Society was founded

for the purpose of organizing and planning the scientific effort,

This third annual progress report gives a summary of the results
obtained in the year 1966. As compared to earlier annual reports it
is evident that the main scientific work is now shifting from volcano-
logy to biology. This is in accordance with the natural course of
events in Surtsey, where the invasion of life is enforced as the
volcanic activities diminish. It is, therefore, to be expected that
the earth scientists will scoon deliver some of their final reports
to scientific journals, whereas the biclogists are still in the

beginning stages of their work.
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