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I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The Su r t s ey  e r u p t i o n  has  now l a s t e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and f i v e  

months. I t  has  become t h e  l onges t  l a s t i n g  e r u p t i o n  i n  h i s t o r i c  t imes  

i n  I ce l and ,  and few n a t u r a l  phenomena have o f f e r e d  a s  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  most o f  

t h i s  unique o p p o r t u n i t y ,  t h e  Su r t s ey  Research Soc i e ty  was founded 

f o r  t h e  purpose o f  o rgan iz ing  and p lann ing  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  e f f o r t .  

T h i s  t h i r d  annual  p rog re s s  r e p o r t  g i v e s  a  summary of  t h e  r e s u l t s  

ob t a ined  i n  t he  yea r  1966. A s  compared t o  e a r l i e r  annual  r e p o r t s  i t  

is ev iden t  t h a t  t h e  main s c i e n t i f i c  work is now s h i f t i n g  from volcano- 

logy t o  b io logy .  T h i s  is i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  n a t u r a l  cou r se  o f  

e v e n t s  i n  S u r t s e y ,  where t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  l i f e  i s  enforced  a s  t h e  

v o l c a n i c  a c t i v i t i e s  d imin ish .  I t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  be expected t h a t  

t h e  e a r t h  s c i e n t i s t s  w i l l  soon d e l i v e r  some of  t h e i r  f i n a l  r e p o r t s  

t o  s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l s ,  whereas t h e  b i o l o g i s t s  a r e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  

beginning s t a g e s  o f  t h e i r  work. 
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