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I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The  S u r t s e y  e r u p t i o n  h a s  c e a s e d .  I t  s t o p p e d  i n  e a r l y  June  1967 ,  

a f t e r  h a v i n g  l a s t e d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  and s e v e n  mon ths .  The main  i s l a n d ,  

wh ich  was formed,  S u r t s e y ,  d o e s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  r e m a i n ,  and t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c  work h a s  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  f u l l  s t r e n g t h  under  t h e  admin i s -  

t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S u r t s e y  R e s e a r c h  S o c i e t y .  

A t  t h e  end o f  June  1968 t h e  second  S u r t s e y  S c i e n t i f i c  Con- 

f e r e n c e  was h e l d  i n  R e y k j a v i k .  I t  c o v e r e d  b o t h  g e o l o g i c a l  and b i o -  

l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e s  and was a t t e n d e d  by a  g r e a t  number o f  s c i e n t i s t s  

from I c e l a n d  and from a b r o a d .  The s c i e n i i f i c  work i n  1 9 6 8 ,  wh ich  is 

r e p o r t e d  i n  t h i s  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  f o u r t h  o n e  i n  t h e  s e r i e s ,  

r e f l e c t s  i n  s e v e r a l  ways t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  Al though 

many s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  e a r t h  s c i e n c e s  have  c o n t i n u e d  and new 

o n e s  b e e n  added ,  i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  main e m p h a s i s  h a s  s h i f t e d  

from v o l c a n o l o g y  t o  b i o l o g y .  T h i s  i s  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d ,  a s  t h e  i n v a s i o n  

o f  l i f e  o n t o  S u r t s e y  and i t s  c o a s t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  g r e a t l y  a f t e r  t h e  

v o l c a n i c  a c t i v i t i e s  c e a s e d .  

S e v e r a l  s c i e n t i f i c  p a p e r s  a r e  now b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d  on t h e  

S u r t s e y  r e s e a r c h  work ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  b f  g e o s c i e n c e s .  Much 

of  t h e  work w i l l ,  t hough ,  c o n t i n u e  f o r  many y e a r s  t o  come, and a s  ? 

m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h i s  is  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e .  Only by c o n t i n u e d  

s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  on  S u r t s e y  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w i l l  a  c o m p l e t e  

p i c t u r e  o f  i t s  deve lopment  b e  d i s c o v e r e d .  The S u r t s e y  R e s e a r c h  

S o c i e t y  w i l l  do i t s  u tmos t  t o  make t h i s  p o s s i b l e ,  

The S u r t s e y  R e s e a r c h  S o c i e t y  w i s h e s  t o  acknowledge  most  i m -  

p o r t a n t  s u p p o r t  and a s s i s t a n c e  f rom s e v e r a l  s o u r c e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  

I c e l a n d i c  Government ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  o f  I c e l a n d ,  

t h e  I c e l a n d i c  Coas t  Guard ,  and v a r i o u s  I c e l a n d i c  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t e s .  

A l s o ,  v i t a l  f - i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  f rom v a r i o u s  f o r e i g n  a g e n c i e s ,  e s p e c i -  

a l l y  t h e  U.S. O f f i c e  o f  Naval  R e s e a r c h ,  t h e  U ,  S .  Atomic Energy 

Commission and t h e  Bauer  S c i e n t i f i c  T r u s t  is h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

F i n a l l y ,  e x c e l l e n t  c o - o p e r a t i o n  by I c e l a n d i c  s c i e n t i s t s  f rom v a r i o u s  



i n s t i t u t i o n s  and many f o r e i g n  s c i e n t i s t s  s h o u l d  be  emphas i zed .  T h e i r  

f i n e  work h a s  made t h e  S u r t s e y  r e s e a r c h  program p o s s i b l e .  
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