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A g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  b i r d s  o f  I c e l a n d  a r e  m i g r a t o r y .  I n  

autumn most  o f  them p r o c e e d  i n  a  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  and many 

w i n t e r  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  wh ich  i s  t h e  f i r s t  l a n d  t h e y  r e a c h  a f t e r  

c r o s s i n g  a  wide  s t r e t c h  o f  o c e a n  However, some s p e c i e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  

F r a n c e  and t h e  I b e r i a n  p e n i n s u l a ,  and some even  t o  West A f r i c a .  En 

s p r i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  is  r e v e r s e d ,  a s  mig r i i n t s  o f  I c e l a n d i c  o r i g i n  cow 

proceed  i n  a  n o r t h w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  and r e a c h  I c e l a n d  by way o f  01- 

coming f rom t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  B i r d  band ing  h a s  f u r n i s h e d  much o f  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  w i n t e r  q u a r t e r s  and m i g r a t i o n  r o u t e s  of  

I c e l a n d i c  m i g r a n t s .  Much i n f o r m a t i o n  a l s o  e x i s t s  abou t  a r r i v a l  d a t c s  

o f  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  i n  s p r i n g  and abou t  t h e i r  exodus  i n  autumn. On t h e  

o t h e r  h a n d ,  d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n a l  methods f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  b i r d  

m i g r a t i o n  have  b e e n  b a d l y  n e g l e c t e d  i n  I c e l a n d .  

I n  v i ew o f  t h i s  f a c t  i t  a p p e a r e d  h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e  t o  t e s t  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  o f  S u r t s e y  f o r  s u c h  s t u d i e s ,  I t  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  known 

t h a t  i s l a n d s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  p a t h  o f  i m p o r t a n t  m i g r a t i o n s  f u r n i s h  i d e a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  v i s i b l e  m i g r a t i o n ,  and ,  a s  t h e  s o u t h e r n -  

most p a r t  o f  I c e l a n d ,  S u r t s e y  a p p e a r e d  t o  f u l f i l  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  

To b e  s u r e ,  t h e  a l m o s t  l i f e l e s s  h a b i t a t  o f  a  new v o l c a n i c  i s l a n d  @o*xl i 

n o t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  tempt  many l a n d  b i r d s  t o  s t o p  on  t h e  i s l a n d ,  b u t  

on  t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  v e r y  s t e r i l i t y  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  c o u l d  b e  e x p e c t e d  

to o f f e r  u n i q u e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  ' s t u d y i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s o l e  o f  b i r d s  

i n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  v i a b l e  s e e d s  o r  o t h e r  o r g a n i s m s  a c r o s s  e c o l - o g i c a l  

b a r r i e r s  s u c h  a s  w ide  s t r e t c h e s  o f  o c e a n ,  On S u r t s e y  t h e r e  would be 

a f a i r  c h a n c e  t h a t  m i g r a n t s  c o u l d  b e  c o l l e c t e d  on  a r r i v a l  b e f o r e  

l n t a k e  o f  food  from l o c a l  food  r e s o u r c e s  was l i k e l y  t o  o b s c u r e  t h e  

r e s u l t s ,  

These  were  t h e  main  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  

have  S u r t s e y  manned d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  s p r i n g  m i g r a t i o n  i n  1967"  



M r -  h n i  Waag s t a y e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  from March 3 1  t o  May 11. H i s  work 

on  t h e  i s l a n d  was s h a r e d  by M r .  Volundur  ~ e r . a 6 d s s o n  from March 3 1  t o  

A p r i l  1 7 ,  by Mr. P S I 1  S t e i n g r i m s s o n  from A p r i l  1 7  t o  A p r i l  2 0 ,  and by 

. J6n  B a l d u r  S i g u r d s s o n  from A p r i l  22 t o  May 6 .  

B e s i d e s  1 3  s p e c i e s  o f  r e s i d e n t  s e a - b i r d s  wh ich  were  r e g u l a r l y  

s e e n  a round t h e  i s l a n d ,  28  s p e c i e s  o f  m i g r a t o r y  b i r d s  were  o b s e r v e d  

on o r  n e a r  t h e  i s l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  above p e r i o d .  I n d i v i d u a l s  o f  many 

m i g r a n t s  s e t t l e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  i n  g r e a t e r  numbers t h a n  had b e e n  e x p e c t -  

ed and 97  b i r d s  were  c o l l e c t e d ,  The c o l l e c t e d  b i r d s  be longed  t o  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i e s :  

P i n k - f o o t e d  Goose ( Anser b r  achyrhynchus '  1 

Ringed P l o v e r  ( C h a r a d r i u s  h i a t i c u l a '  1 

Golden P l o v e r  ( P l u v i a l i s  a p r i c a r i a , "  2 

T u r n s t o n e  (Arenar  i a  i n t e r p r e s )  6 

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus '  4 

Redshank ( T r i n g a  t o t  a n u s ?  9 

P u r p l e  S a n d p i p e r  ( C a l i d r i s  mar i t ima :  1 

D u n l i n  ( C a l i d r i s  a l p i n a )  3 

Long-eared O w l  ( A s i o  o t u s )  1 

Redwing (Turdus  i l i a c u s )  1 7  

11. Wheatear  (Oenanthe  o e n a n t h e )  5 

1 2 ,  Meadow P i p i t  (An thus  p r a t e n s i s )  9 

1 3 ,  White  W a g t a i l  ( M o t a c i l l a  a l b a l  6 

1 4 .  Snow B u n t i n g  ( P l e c t r o p h e n a x  n i v a l i s ?  32 

T o t a l  9 7  

A l l  c o l l e c t e d  b i r d s  were  weighed  and s e x e d ,  and a  c l o s e  s e a r c h  

f o r  s e e d s  i n  - t h e i r  a l i m e n t a r y  t r a c t  was made, A l l  b i r d s  may d i s t r i -  

b u t e  s e e d s ,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i . r e c t l y .  D i r e c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  is  

done  by d e f e c a t i n g  v i a b l e  s e e d s .  T h i s  o c c u r s  l e s s  among s e e d - e a t i n g  

b i r d s  t h a n  among f r u i t  and b e r r y  e a t i n g  b i r d s  b e c a u s e  s e e d - e a t i n g  

b i r d s  m o s t l y  c r u s h  t h e  s e e d s  by t h e  b i l l  and consume g r i t  t o  e n s u r e  

a  f i n a l  d i g e s t i o n  i n  t h e  g i z z a r d .  I n d i r e c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  

t h r o u g h  s e e d s  becoming embedded i n  mud on a  b i r d ' s  f e e t  o r  b i l l ,  o r  

s e e d s  t h a t  a t t a c h  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  f e a t h e r s  o f  b i r d s .  The e f f e c t i v e -  

n e s s  o f  b i r d s  a s  d i s p e r s a l  a g e n t s  v a r i e s  g r e a t l y ,  a s  d o e s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  



t h e  s e e d s  a r e  c a r r i e d .  Al though i t  i s  a  w e l l  known f a c t  t h a t  many 

s p e c i e s  o f  b i r d s  p l a y  some p a r t  i n  s e e d  d i s p e r s a l ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  is 

known abou t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  l o n g - d i s t a n c e  d i s p e r s a l  o f  p l a n t s  by 

b i r d s .  But t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  work on S u r t s e y  i n  1967  w i l l  b e  d e a l t  

w i t h  by D r .  S t u r l a  F r i d r i k s s o n .  Here mere ly  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  o r n i t h o -  

l o g i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d .  

E a r l y  m i g r a n t s  l i k e  t h e  r edwing  (Turdus  i l i a c u s ) ,  t h e  g o l d e n  

p l o v e r  ( P l u v i a l i s  a p r i c a r i a )  and t h e  common s n i p e  ( G a l l i n a g o  g a l l i n a g o )  

d i d  n o t  t u r n  up on S u r t s e y  i n  any numbers ,  b u t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  may 

have been  s p e c i a l  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  

Under normal  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  main s t r e a m  o f  s p r i n g  m i g r a n t s  a p p e a r s  

t o  r e a c h  t h e  southeas . tex-n p a r t  o f  Iceland, '  and t h i s  is a p p a r e n t l y  

more pronounced  when t h e  m i g r a n t s  e x p e r i e n c e  w e s t e r l y  w inds  d u r i n g  

t h e i r  p a s s a g e  from t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  S u r t s e y  may t h u s  l i e  a t  t h e  

w e s t e r n  f r i n g e  o f  t h e  main m i g r a t i o n  p a t h ,  

On t h e  whole  t h e r e  was n e v e r  a  pronounced  p a s s a g e  o f  wade r s  

t h r o u g h  S u r t s e y ,  t h e  o n l y  e x c e p t i o n  b e i n g  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p a s s a g e  o f  

r e d s h a n k s  ( T r i n g a  t o t a n u s )  on A p r i l  17 when abou t  350  - 400 r e d s h a n k s  

made a  s t o p - o v e r  on  t h e  i s l a n d .  O y s t e r c a t c h e r s  (Haematopus o s t r a l e g u s )  

and t u r n s t o n e s  ( A r e n a r i a  i n t e r p r e s )  s t a y e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  i n  s m a l l  

numbers  t h r o u g h o u t  The s t u d y  p e r i o d ,  b u t  a l t h o u g h  t h e i r  numbers  v a r i e d  

s l i g h t l y  f rom day t o  day  t h e r e  were  no s i g n s  o f  a  p ronounced  p a s s a g e ,  

However, i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  g r o u p s  o f  o y s t e r c a t c h e r s  o f  5  -. 1 0  b i r d s  were  

r e p e a t e d l y  s e e n  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  i s l a n d  from t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  When on 

t h e  i s l a n d  b o t h  o y s t e r c a t c h e r s  and t u r n s t o n e s  f e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  on 

eu .phaus ids  washed upon t h e  s h o r e .  T h i s  was a l s o  t h e  main i f  n o t  t h e  

o n l y  food s o u r c e  f o r  mos t  o t h e r  l a n d  b i r d s  v i s i t i n g  t h e  i s l a n d *  

Throughout  A p r i l  t h e  w e a t h e r  was unf  a v o u r a b l e ,  c o l d  and change-  

a b l e ,  b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  d a y s  o f  May i t  improved a l t h o u g h  i t  con- 

t i n u e d  c o l d .  On May 3 t h e r e  was a  l i g h t  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  b r e e z e  and 

c l e a r  s k i e s .  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h a t  day a  s t r e a m  o f  m i g r a n t s  p a s s e d  

S u r t s e y  and i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  some s p e c i e s  s e t t l e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  i n  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  numbers ,  A l r eady  a t  1 1 0 0  h r s ,  a  f l o c k  o f  a b o u t  5 0  g e e s e  

p a s s e d  t h e  i s l a n d  and from a b o u t  1300  h r s .  u n t i l  i t  became d a r k  f l o c k s  

o f  g e e s e  p a s s e d  S u r t s e y  on t h e i r  way t o w a r d s  t h e  m a i n l a n d  o f  I c e l a n d .  



Among t h e  g e e s e  s e e n ,  g r e y l a g s  (Anser  a n s e r )  , p i n k f e e t  (Anser  

b r a c h y r h y n c h u s ) ,  and b a r n a c l e  g e e s e  ( B r a n t a  l e u c o p s i s )  - c o u l d  b e  

i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t  g e e s e  i n  many f l o c k s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  d i s t a n c e  from t h e  i s l a n d ,  Dur ing  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s m a l l  f l o c k s  

o f  b a r n a c l e  g e e s e  s e t t l e d  t w i c e  on t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  g e e s e ,  p a s s e r i n e s  p a s s e d  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  l a r g e  

numbers  on May 3 and many s t o p p e d  on  t h e  i s l a n d ,  The p a s s a g e  o f  

meadow p i p i t s  (An thus  -- p r a t e n s i s )  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p r e s s i v e ,  b u t  

w h i t e  w a g t a i l s  ( M o t a c i l l a  - a l h a )  , r e d w i n g s  ( T u r d u s  i . l i a c u s )  , w h e a t e a r s  

(Oenan the  o e a n t h e )  , and snow b u n t i n g s  ( P l e c t r o p h e n a x  ~ i v a l i s )  a l s o  --- 
p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  i n  some numbers .  The p a s s x g e  o f  p a s s e r i n e ~  w a s ,  how- 

e v e r ,  p e r h a p s  s t i l l  more pronounced  t h e  n e k t  day (May 48,  w h e r e a s  

t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  g e e s e  was a l m o s t  c o n f i n e d  t o  May 3 .  

On May 3 one  r n e r l i n  was p r e s e n t  on t h e  i s l a n d  and t h e  n e x t  day 

two o r  more m e r l i n s  were  s e e n .  They were  p r e y i n g  upon v a r i o u s  

p a s s e r  i n e s  , 

Al though  wade r s  were n o t  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  m i g r a t o r y  

movements d e s c r i b e d  above ,  i t  may b e  men t ioned  t h a t  two w h i m b r e l s  were  

c o l l e c t e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  on  May 3 and on t h e  same day two l a r g e  and 

v e r y  compact f l o c k s  o f  b i r d s  were  s e e n  h e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  ma in lqnd  o f  

I c e l a n d .  These  were  p r o b a b l y  w a d e r s  and most  l i k e l y  k n o t s  ( C a l i - d r i s  

c a n u t u s ) ,  a l t h o u g h  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  

c e r t a i n t y ,  

I f  we assume t h 2 t  t h e  m i g r a n t s  r e a c h i n g  S u r t s e y  on t h e  a f t e r -  

noon o f  May 3 had come from S c o t l a n d  and I r e l a n d  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  s e t  

o u t  on  t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  May 2 o r  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n i g h t ,  An exa-  

m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  Nor th  A t l a n t i c  

shows t h a t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  week b e f o r e  May 2 t h e  w e a t h e r  on  t h e  wes t  

c o a s t  o f  S c o t l a n d  and t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  o f  I r e l a n d  was n o t  conducz.ve 

t o  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  m i g r a t o r y  movements.  The wind was w e s t e r l y  and 

t h e  s k y  m a i n l y  o v e r c a s t ,  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  d r i z z l e  o r  r a i n  from 

A p r i l  25  t o  A p r i l  2 9 .  On A p r i l  30 and May 1 t h e  wind vras n o r t h e r l y  

and n o r t h w e s t e r l y ,  f o r c e  4-8, w i t h  showery w e a t h e r .  However,  on 

May 2 t h e  n o r t h  wind d e c r e a s e d  g r a d u a l l y  and by m i d n i g h t  t h e r e  was 

a l m o s t  ca lm w e a t h e r  and m a i n l y  c l e a r  s k i e s  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s e a b o a r d  

o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s .  



B i r d s  t h a t  had s t a r t e d  a b o u t  m i d n i g h t  t h a t  day h e a d i n g  f o r  

I c e l a n d  would have had l i g h t  e a s t e r l y  o r  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  w i n d s  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  few h o u r s .  Then t h e  e a s t e r l y  wind i n c r e a s e d ,  and f o r  t h e  l a s t  

two t h i r d s  o f  t h e  way a t  t h e  a l t i t u d e  o f  t h e  b i r d s  i t  was between  2 5  

and 35 k n o t s .  I t  is t h e r e f o r e  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  b i r d s  d r i f t e d  

t o  t h e  w e s t .  And p o s s i b l y  t h e  wind was s o  s t r o n g  t h a t  some o f  t h e  

b i r d s  may n e v e r  have  managed t o  r e a c h  I c e l a n d  T h i s  wes tward  d r i f t  

may e x p l a i n  t h e  " rush ' '  o f  m i g r a n t s  r e a c h i n g  S u r t s e y  and e v e n  hea.ding 

f o r  I c e l a n d  wes t  o f  S u r t s e y .  

D u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s t u d y  p e r i o d  on S u r t s e y  a few snow b u n t a n g s ,  

u s u a l l y  1 - 4 ,  were  a l m o s t  d a i l y  e n c o u n t e r e d  on  t h e  i s l a n d ,  b u t  a 

p ronounced  p a s s a g e  was n o t  o b s e r v e d  e x c e p t  on A p r i l  2 4  afid on  May 4, 

Qn A p r i l  2 4  abou t  30 snow b u n t i n g s  a p p e a r e d  s u d d e n l y  on t h e  i s l a n d ,  

Qf t h e s e  2 1  (16 m a l e s  and 5 f e m a l e s ?  were  c o l l e c t e d ,  A 1 1  t h e  c o l l e c t e d  

b i r d s  p r o v e d  t o  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  n o m i n a t e  r a c e  P l e c t r o p h e n a x  n i v a l i s  -- 
n i v a l i s  and n o t  t o  t h e  I c e l a n d  r a c e  P l e c t r o p h e n a x  n i v a l i s  i n s u l a e .  

I t  is t h e r e f o r e  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  b i r d s  i n  q u e s t i o n  were o f  

G r e e n l a n d  o r i g i n  and t h a t  t h e y  were on  m i g r a t i o n  f rom t h e  B r i t i s h  

I s l e s  t o  G r e e n l a n d .  
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