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The b i o l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t s  s t a t i o n e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  f o r  t h e  

summer r e p o r t e d  i n  e a r l y  August f i n d i n g  a  mat o f  moss p l a n t s  g rowing  

on  t h e  i s1 .and .  

I ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  v i s i t e d  t h e  i s l a n d  i n  August 1 7 t h ,  1 9 6 7 ,  and 

i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  was on t h e  n o r t h e r n  and n o r t h -  

w e s t e r n  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  New-lagoon, on  a  s a n d  bank a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  

w a t e r ,  T h e r e  were s e v e r a l  p a t c h e s  i n  a  row on  t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  b a n k ,  

All t h e  moss p l a n t s  were a t  a  young s t a t e  o f  g r o w t h  w i t h  no i n d i -  

c a t i o n  o f  s e x  o r g a n s .  They w e r e  a l l  o f  t h e  same s p e c i e s ,  F u n a r i a  

h y g r o m e t r i c a  Hedw, 

On t h e  1 2 t h  o f  September  a  s e c o n d  l o c a t i o n  o f  moss g r o w t h  was 

d i s c o v e r e d  on  t h e  i s l a n d . ,  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  b o t a n i s t ,  E y t h o r  E i n a r s s o n ,  

d i s c o v e r e d  p a t c h e s  o f  moss a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  a  l a v a  c r a t e r - i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  

P a r t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  I i d e n t i f i e d  s a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  a s  b e i n g  o f  two 

s p e c i e s ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  found  F u n a r i a  h y g r o m e t r i c a  Hedw- and a  s e c o n d  - 
s p e c i e s  Bryum a rgen teum Hedw, T h e s e  a r e  t h e  f i r s t  two s p e c i e s  o f  

b s y o p h y t e s  known t o  s t a r t  g r o w t h  on  t h e  new v o l c a n i c  i s l a n d .  


