
P r e l i m i n a r y  R e p o r t  on t h e  S u r t s e y  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  1.967 - 
T e r r e s t r i a l  I n v e r t e b r a t e s  

C a r l  H .  L i n d r o t h ,  Hugo Anderson ,  Hogni Bodva r s son  
and S i g u r d u r  H. R i c h t e r ,  Depar tment  o f  Entomology,  

Z o o l o g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Lund, Sweden 

The t e a m ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  C . H .  I J i n d r o t h ,  H .  Anderson,  H .  Eodva r s -  

s o n  and S .  R i c h t e r ,  was t h e  same a s  i n  1966 .  

S u r t s e y  was v i s i t e d  by a l l  f o u r  members on August 20  t o  2 1 ,  by 

L i n d r o t h  a l s o  o n  J u n e  2 6 ,  and R i c h t e r  s t a g e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  from 

J u n e  2 4  t o  August 11, w i t h  b r i e f  i n t e r r u p t i o n s .  

The s m a l l e r  Westman I s l a n d s  were v i s i t e d  by h e l i c o p t e r  on 

August 18,  b u t ,  due  t o  s u d d e n l y  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

o n l y  G e i r f u g l a s k e r  and S b l n a s k e r  c o u l d  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

The i n v e s t i g a t o r s  s t a y e d  on  t h e  main i s l a n d  o f  t h e  g r o u p ,  

Meimaey, d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  August 1 6  t o  2 2 .  

T h e r e a f t e r ,  e x p l o r a t i o n  were  s t a r t e d  o f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t -  

l a n d  o f  t h e  m a i n l a n d  o f  I c e l a n d ,  be tween  S e l j a l a n d  and V i k ,  which  

must  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  a r e a  o f  t h e  S u r t s e y  

i m m i g r a n t s ,  C o l l e c t i n g  was p e r f o r m e d  t h e r e  August 23 t o  30. 

The v a s t  m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  i s  b e i n g  worked up by many s p e c i a -  

l i s ts  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  and t h e  f i n a l  r e s u l t s  a r e  n o t  y e t  

a v a i l a b l e .  

1, S u r t s e y  

The f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  is r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s p e c i e s  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  

i n v e r t e b r a t e s  d i s c o v e r e d  on S u r t s e y  i n  1967 and p r e v i o u s l y  unknown 

on t h e  i s l a n d .  

New r e c o r d s  o f  T e r r e s t r i a l  A r t h r o p o d s  found on S u r t s e y  i n  1967  
I___- -- 
3 7  s p e c i e s ,  



I N S E C T A  

D i p  t e r a ,  1 9  s p e c i e s .  

Fam. Chi ronomidae  ( d e t .  D . R .  O l i v e r )  
:1 

Chironomus s p .  G . V I I , ,  o  i n  g l u e  t r a p .  

N a n o c l a d i u s  minor  Edw. V I I .  , or . 
Fam. T i p u l i d a e  ( d e t ,  B. T j e d e r )  

P r i o n o c e r a  t u r c i c a  F.  12-14. V I I . ,  3 g 
Fam. B i b i o n i d a e  ( d e t  , H.  Ande r s son )  

D i l o p h u s  f e m o r a t u s  Meig.  1 2 . V I I . )  7 ;  1 3 . V I I .  6 ;  l I . V I I I . ,  2  dl , 2. 
Fam. S c i a r i d a e  ( d e t  . R .  Tuomikosk i )  

L y c o r e l l a  c o n s p i c u a  Winn, 2 1 . V I I I .  ov. 

B r a d y s i a  s p .  ( c f .  n i t i d i c o l l i s  Meig. ) 1 3 . V I I . ,  P .  
Fam. S y r p h i d a e  ( d e t .  H. Ande r s son )  

P l a t y c h e i r u s  a l b i m a n u s  F.  1 3 . V I I .  , g. 
Fam. Heleomyzidae ( d e t .  H.  ~ n d e r s s o n )  

L e r i a  S e r r a t a  L o  5.V,  ( 2 ) ;  6 ,V ,  ( 1 ) ;  8 . V .  ( 8 0 ) ;  9.V. ( 1 ) ;  10 .V.  ( 2 4 ) ;  

Fam. S p h a e r o c e r i d a e  ( d e t  . H .  Andersson)  

Coprornyza e c u i n a  L .  8 . V e  ( 1 ) .  

C ,  s i r n i l i s  C o l l ,  2 1 . V I I I .  1 ex. lin g l u e  t r a p ,  

Fam. S c a t o p h a g i d a e  ( d e t .  H.  ~ n d e r s s o n )  

S c a t o p h a g a  l i t o r e a  F a l l .  3 0 .  V I . ,  P .  
Fam. S e p s i d i d a e  ( d e t  .. H ,  Ande r s son )  

Themi ra  d a m f i  Beck.  2 1 , V I I I . ,  1 e x ,  i n  g l u e  t r a p .  
-.- 

Fam. P i o p h i l i d a e  ( d e t ,  H.  Ande r s son )  

P i o p h i l a  v u l g a r i s  F a l l .  1 2 . V I I . ,  8 i n  g l u e  t r a p .  

Fam. C a l l i p h o r i d a e  ( d e t  . H ,  Ande r s son )  

C a l l i p h o r a  u r a l e n s i s  V i l l .  1 2 .  V I I . ,  3. 
Cynomyia mortuorum L .  1 6 . V I I . ,  9 i n  g l u e  t r a p .  

Pam. Muse idae  s .1.  ( d e t ,  L.  Lyneborg )  

M y o s p i l a  m e d i t a b u n d a  F .  2 5 . V I I . ,  1 e x .  i n  t h e  h o u s e .  

S p i l o g o n a  ( 7 )  m i c a n s  Ringd .  1 2 . V I I . ,  2 i n  g l u e  t r a p .  
-= 

C o e n o s i a  p u m i l a  F a l l .  13 .VI I . ,  9 i n  g l u e  t r a p .  

Fam. H i p p o b o s c i d a e  ( d e t , ,  H.  ~ n d e r s s o n )  

O r n i t h o m y i a  c h l o r o p u s  B e r g r .  2 8 . V I I . )  d$ i n  t h e  h o u s e ;  6, 2  9 on 

h i r d  ( S t e r n a ) .  



H y  m e n  o  p  t e  r a ,  4 s p e c i e s .  

Fam. Ichneumonidae  ( d e t .  G. J, K e r r i c h )  

P impla  s o d a l i s  R u t h e .  l Z . V I I . ,  6 ;  12 , V I I I . ,  $. 
Fam. B r a c o n i d a e .  

M e t e o r u s  l e v i v e n t r i s  Wesm. ( d e t .  R . D .  Eady) .  1 2 , V I I . ,  2 i n  t h e  h o u s e .  

Chorebus  ( a )  c y t h e r e a  Nix .  ( d e t .  G.C,D. G r i f f i t h s ) .  1 3 . V I I , ,  1 e x .  

Earn. P r o c t o t r u p i d a e  ( d e t .  A .  Sundholm).  

P l a t y g a s t e r  s p l e n d i d u l u s  R u t h e .  13 .  V I I .  , 9 .  

C o  1 e o p  t e r a ,  2 s p e c i e s .  
P 

Fam. C a r a b i d a e  ( d e t  , C .  H, L i n d r o t h )  . 
Amara q u e n s e l i  Schnh,  1 2 . V I I , ,  m a c r o p t e r o u s  o .  + 
P a t r o b u s  s e p t e n t r i o n i s  Dej  . 1 2 .  V I I .  , 9 ( p r o b a b l y  washed a s h o r e  d e a d ) .  

L e p  i d o  p  t e r a ,  5 s p e c i e s  ( d e t .  P .  Douwes), 

Pam, Moc tu idae .  

R h y a c i a  f e s t i v a  S c h i f f .  2 0 .  V I I I .  , dq ( p r o b a b l y  washed a s h o r e  d e a d ) ,  

Fam, Geometr i d a e  . 
C i d a r i a  m u n i t a t a  Hb, 1 . V I I I .  ( 1 ) .  

Fam. P y r a l i d a e .  

Crambus p a s c u e l l - u s  L .  1 1 . V I I .  ( 1 ) .  

N o ~ o p h l l a  n o c t u e l l a  S c h i f f .  2 0 , V I I I .  ( 2 ) .  

Pam. T i n e i d a e  ,, 

B r y o t r o p h a  sirnilis S t t ,  14 .V11e  ( 1 ) .  

P l u t e k l a  m a c u l i p e n n i s  C u r t ,  8 .VI I I .  ( 2 ) .  Already  found i n  1 9 6 4  and 

1966 b u t  n o t  r e c o r d e d  by u s .  

H e  rn i p  t e  r a ,  1 s p e c i e s .  

Fam. Aphidae ( d e t ,  F .  ~ s s i a n n i l s s o n )  . 
Bsachycaudus  h e l i c h s y s i  K l t .  1 2 .  V I I I .  , Winged 9. 

M a 1 1 o  p  h  a g a ,  1 s p e c i e s .  - 
Gen, Sp ,  1 4 . V I I .  ( I ) ,  from unknown b i r d .  

C o  1 1 e m b  o  1 a ,  1 s p e c i e s .  
-~ 

Fam. I s o t o m i d a e  ( d e t .  H ,  B o d v a r s s o n ) .  

Arch i so toma  b e s s e l s i  P a c k .  2 0 - 2 l . V I I I .  , 2  e x .  u n d e r  d r i f t - w o o d .  



A R A C H N O I D E A  

A r a n  e  i d  a ,  2 s p e c i e s  ( d e t .  1. Holm). 

Fam, L i n y p h i i d a e .  

L e p t h y p h a n t e s  mengei  Ku lcz .  2 1 . V I I . ,  q ;  2 1 . V I I I . ,  y. 
M e i o n e t a  n i g r i e s  Sim. 2 O . V I I I .  , d?. 

A c  a  r i ,  1 s p e c i e s ,  

Fam. Ixod i d  ae  . 
Gen* s p .  5 , V . ,  on b i r d  ( A n t h u s ) ,  

I n c l u d i n g  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d  s p e c i e s ,  t h e  number of  t e r r e s t r i a l  

A r t h r o p o d s  found  on  S u r t s e y  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t axonomic  g r o u p s ,  a s  

f o l l o w s .  

I n s e c t a :  5 6  s p p .  

D'ipt e r  a  

S i p h o n a p t e r a  

Hymenopt e r  a  

C o l e o p t e r a  

L e p i d o p t e r a  

Wemiptera  

36  N e y r o p t e r  a  1 

Mal lophaga  

C o l l e m b o l a  

Arachno idea :  7 s p p .  

A r a n e i d a  3  

A t o t a l  number o f  63  s p e c i e s .  T h i s  means t h a t ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  

c o l l e c t i n g  made i n  1 9 6 7 ,  t h e  t e r r e s t r i a l  i n v e r t e b r a t e s  known from 

S u r t s e y  have  more t h a n  d o u b l e d .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  r e a l i z e d ,  however ,  

t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  them a r e  c a s u a l  v i s i t o r s  o n l y .  Permanent  

i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  a r e  o n l y  c e r t a i n  f l i e s  b r e e d i n g  i n  c a r c a s s e s  

on t h e  s h o r e ,  f i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  L e r i a  m o d e s t a  M e i g . ,  t h e  most  abundan t  

o f  a l l  i n s e c t s .  

2 .  C o l e o p t e r a  of  t h e  s m a l l  Westman I s l a n d s  ( T a b l e  1 ) .  - 
A c a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a u n a  o f  a l l  i s l a n d s  o f  t h e  

Westman g r o u p  i s  a  n e c e s s a r y  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  under  st  a n d i n g  t h e  

deve lopment  o f  t h e  S u r t s e y  f a u n a  i t s e l f .  The f a u n a  o f  t h e  main  i s l a n d ,  

Heimaey, i s  now f a i r l y  w e l l  known b u t  a l m o s t  a l l  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  





82. TABLE I 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  C o l e o p t e r a  on  t h e  s m a l l  Westman I s l a n d s ,  

CARABIDAE 

Amara q u e n s e l i  Schnh .  

C a l a t h u s  m e l a n o c e p h a l u s  L ,  

N e b r i a  g y l l e n h a l i  Schnh .  

N o t i o p h i l u s  b i g u t t a t u s  F. 

P a t r o b u s  s e p t e n t r i o n i s  D e j  . 
DYT ISCIDAE 

Hydroporus  n i g r i t a  F, 

STAPHYLINIDAE 

A t h e t a  a m i c u l a  S t e p h ,  

A.  a t r a m e n t a r i a  G y l l ,  

A.  e x c e l l e n s  K r .  

A. f u n g i  G r ,  

A .  i s l a n d i c a  K r .  

A .  v e s t i t a  G r .  

L e s t e v a  l o n g e l y t r a t a  Gze. 

Micralymma marinum S t rom 

Omalium excava tum S t e p h .  

O t h i u s  m e l a n o c e p h a l u s  G r .  

Oxypoda i s l a n d i c a  Kr. 

P h i l o n t h u s  t r o s s u l u s  Nordm. 

Qued ius  mesome l inus  Mrsh .  

BYRRHIDAE 

B y r r h u s  f a s c i a t u s  F o r s t .  

ELATERIDAE 

Hypnoidus  r i p a r i u s  F. 

LATHRIDI IDAE 

Enicmus m i n u t u s  L.  

CRYPTOPHAGIDAE 

Atomar i a  a n a l i s  E r .  

CURCULIONIDAE 

B a r y n o t u s  squamosus  G e r m .  

0 .  d u b i u s  S t rom 

SCARABAEIDAE 


