
R e p o r t  on H y d r o g r a p h i c  S u r v e y s  a t  S u r t s e y  1967 

P 6 t u r  S i g u r d s s o n  
I c e l a n d i c  C o a s t  Guard ,  R e y k j a v i k  

By an  agreement  be tween  t h e  I c e l a n d i c  Hydrographer  and t h e  

Commanding O f f i c e r  o f  H.M. S u r v e y i n g  S h i p  HECLA, C a p t a i n  G.P.  D. H a l l ,  

R . N .  D . S . C . ,  one  s u r v e y  b o a t  and crew were d e t a c h e d  f rom HECLA t o  

c a r r y  o u t  h y d r o g r a p h i c  s u r v e y s  a round S u r t s e y  from t h e  1 2 t h  t o  . the  

2 5 t h  o f  J u l y  1 9 6 7 ,  w h i l e  HECLA was c a r r y i n g  o u t  o c e a n o g r a p h i c  s u r v e y s  

s o u t h  6 f  I c e l a n d .  

S u b - l i e u t e n a n t  B.E.T.  Humphrey, R . N , ,  was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  

s u r v e y  p a r t y  f rom HECLA. Accommodation f o r  t h e  s u r v e y  p a r t y  were  

a r r a n g e d  i n  t h e  Westman I s l a n d s  and c o s t s  i n v o l v e d  were  b o r n  by t h e  

I c e l a n d i c  H y d r o g r a p h i c  S e r v i c e .  

S c a l e  and e x t e n t  o f  s u r v e y  was s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  I c e l a n d i c  

Hydrograph ic  S e r v i c e  w h i l e  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  work was w h o l l y  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  c h a r g e ,  - u s i n g  c o n v e n t i o n a l  B r i t i s h  

h y d r o g r a p h i c  t e c h n i q u e s .  

The s u r v e y  work was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  c l o s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

I c e l a n d i c  C o a s t  Guard v e s s e l  THOR, which  was a t  t h e  same t i m e  engaged 

i n  h y d r o g r a p h i c  work w e s t  o f  t h e  Westman I s l a n d .  

Some p r e l i m i n a r y  work had b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  I c e l a n d i c  

Hydrograph ic  S e r v i c e ,  i .  e .  l o c a t i o n  o f  s u r v e y  marks on S u r t s e y  and 

i n s t a l l m e n t  o f  a  t i d e  gauge i n  Heimaey h a r b o u r .  

S c a l e  o f  s u r v e y  was 1 : 1 0 0 0 0 .  Sound ings  i n  f a thoms  and f e e t  

r e d u c e d  t o  mean low w a t e r  s p r i n g s .  

Area c o v e r e d  was a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6  s q u a r e  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  o r  a  

b e l t  o f  c a  1 n a u t i c a l  m i l e  i n  w i d t h  a round t h e  i s l a n d  from c l o s e  

i n s h o r e  o u t  t o  a d e p t h  o f  a b o u t = 7 0  f a t h o m s .  




