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Introduction 

On the 14-th of Noveinber 1963 a submarille 
eruption began approximately 20 miles off tlie 
south coast af Iceland. I t  created an island, 
Surtsey, which has become well known both 
axnong scieiltists and the general public. This 
eruption coiltinued in different places on aiid 
around Surtsey until in July 196'7. Two other 
isl;tncls were created a few huiidred meters east 
;nid west of Surtsey itself but they both dis- 
appeared after those e r ~ ~ p t i o n s  ceased. Surtsey 
alone remains and .c\iill remain for an unforesee- 
able future. 

This new islaiid inimediately caught the in- 
terest o f  scientists, xvho l'ound their ;I unique 
opportunity to study both geology in the making 
and the settlemelit of life on a relatively sterile 
piece of land out in the ocean. Scientific st~tclies 
have since co~ltinued with the emphasis changing 
some~vliat from geological studies to the I-~iologi- 
cal side when the volcanic activities ceasecl. 

In  order to strengthen and coordiilate tlie 
scientific work, the Surtsey Researclx Society 
was formed. T h e  Society has built a research 
station on the island, placed a guarcl and an ass- 
istant out there during the summers, ol)t;~ined 
I'ui~cls Cor the scientific studies, coordinated trips 
to the island and in inany other ways promoted 
the scientil'ic work. Progress reports have ;~lso 
been collected every year from every scientist 
~vorlzing oil or in conrlectioil with Surtsey ancl 
these are being published by the Society as the 
Surtsey Research Progress Reports. This one is 

tlie fifth in that series. I t  covers the work done 
in 1968. 

Previous reports have beell miineographecl. 
But with increasing deinand lor quality, especi- 
ally because of pictures and other illustrations 
aiid also in order to meet the increasing deinand 
for these publication3, i t  way decided that this 
report shoulcl be printed. 

T h e  st ientiEic work on and connected ~ v i t h  
Surtsey wo~lld not have been possible without 
support and assistance lroin several sources, srlcll 
as the Icelandic Govelnlilent and researcli insti- 
tutions, the Icelandic CIoast Guard ancl many 
others in this country. Also, financial supporl 
has been received, as previously, krom variou, 
Loreign agencies, especially, T h e  1J.S. Atomic 
Energy Cornmissioi~, T h e  U.S. Olfice of Naval 
Research, and T h e  Bauer Scientific Trust. All 
of this is highly appreciated. Finally, one must 
have in mind that the Surtsey resenrcli program 
has been made possible primarily by the ~lnself- 
isli ~vork of many scientists from It elancl and 
lrom abroad arid their fine cooperatioil. 

Much has already been learned on Surtsey, but 
there is Inore to come, if the ~vork tail be con- 
tinuecl until a balance has been reached in the 
island's development. We trust that this will be 
possible with coiitiilued understanding oC tlie 
lrnportance of this tlnique opportuility for stud- 
ies of environmental developmel~t and as~istance 
troll1 It e1,lnd and a111 oad. 

For T h e  Sr~rtsey Research Society 

Sieingr.imzcr Hermannsson 
Chairman 




