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After the theropliyte aiicl hemicryptopliyte 
splash-zone associations 01 tlie shore have been 
described, the Honckenya diff usa - Elymus are- 
nariur-Ass. of the Icelandic coast and the clrift- 
sand areas of the hinterland are dealt rvitli. T h r  
h ~ r t h e r  developnient of the vegetation in the 
drilt-sand areas leads to the Silene rnaritima- 
Featuta juncea-Ass., which occurs in various 
sub-associat ions. 

T h e  binding of the dl ilt-sand, necessary for 
the protection 01 the neighbouring settlements, 
~vill be achieved in tile safest, quicltest and cheap- 
est way through a ki~o~vledge and ;in observation 
of the syndyriamic la.ivs of the plant associatioris 
glowing here. I n  this tonnexion, vegetation and 
locality, i.e. the drilt-sand duiies, arc to be con- 
sidered as a living unit in the sense of van Diereri 
(1934), and the practical experience gained on 
the German and North Sea coasts is of value. to 

T h e  desirability 01 checlting tlie locrllly 011- Tvhich is made. 
tnlned results is explained, arld the plant-sotio- Reierence is also to the importallce of 
logical mappnlg of an extensive area of drift-sand the ltl~o~vledge of sociology, syndynamits and 
nt both sides of the estuary 01 the ollush in  syn-ecology for insight into the colonization ot 
Southwevt Iceland is recornrnended. the ne<irby young volcanic ivlancl of Surt.;ey. 

" Abstl.act of a papcr pul)lishcd in: \reget;~tio 20. 1)c.n I-lug 1!)70. 




