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'The spring months (April-May) \\.ere sorne~vliat 
colder than usually at Vestrnannaeyjar, especially 
May, ~vhich was also dry. June to Septeiriber 
were near to normal, with consicleral~ly varying 
precipitation. Soutllerly and easterly u~irrds were 
also frequent in May. 

T h e  follo~ving table gives some particulars 
about ternper;iture anel precipitation at St61 - 
tliilcli, Vestma1inaeyj;ir. 

l ' cu lpernlu~c 

b ~ ~ ~ l l l  1 3 ~ ~ .  f 1 .  IlOlITl. 

" C " C 

April 3.2 -0.5 
May 5.1 -1.1 
June 7.8 -0.9 
J u l y  10.4 0.1 
Augr~st 1.8 -0.4 
Septernl~er 8.6 0.2 

T h e  meteorologic;ll observations on Surtrey 
began on Aplil 21st and were te~minated oil 
September 17th. Tlre observational series sul- 
tered froin several interrt~ptioiis ho~vever, espec- 
ially near the encl. 

There wele three inearruement sites. 
1. West ol the field rtation (E10) xvherc tern- 

perature, humidity a l ~ d  precipitation were 
measured. 

2. On the sands east ol the field station (F15) 
~\rlrere soil tcnlperature 1 ~ ; 1 4  rriearuued at 5 and 
20 ciri depths, and inaximr~rn and rninirn~r~ri 
air tenlperatrwe at 20 c ni al)ovc thc groluiid 
Tvas read occasiolially. 

3. Wind direction ancl speecl, temperature and 
precipitatiorl were recorded by an antornatit 
station on a lava fielcl near the  lies stern ex- 
tremity of the island. Terriperature 20 c l r i  

above the ground IV;IS also rcc ordecl there. T h e  

operatiorr of the automatic station was cou- 
siderably li;~rnperecl by drilting sand. 

TEMPERATURE 
Froin tire observations at Stbrlrijfcli and the 

ineaii cliflererrces of temperatnre observed be- 
tween that station and Surtsey, tlie mean terri- 
peratures at Snitsey are caltr~latecl to l ~ e  as 
lollo\\~s: 

April 4.1 OC; 
May 6.2 - 

June 8.5 - 

J U ~ Y  11.2 - 
August 10.7 - 
Sept. 9.7 - 

For tile lollo~ving periods (~vllen the iecords lor 
each ~noiith were only partial) the follo~ring 
mean tenlperatrrres were o1)scrvecl: 

April 22-30 4.7 " C  
May 1- 9 3.7 -- 
June 11-28 8.2 - 

T h e  daily temperature a~iiplitucle \\?as gener- 
ally small, although on sunny clays in ,July it 
cor~lcl be as high as 3-4°C. 

T h e  average temperatnre at 20 cm level (14 
Surtsey) was as tollo~vs: 

Julie 7-30 
Maximum (rnean) 9.2 " C  
Minirn~uin (mean) 4.5 - 

Average 6.9 - 

July 1-25 
Maximunl (mean) 13.0 " C 
Minimum (mean) 7.9 - 
Average 9.9 - 



SOII. TEMPERATTJRE 
For soil t empcra t~~re  the follo~ving averages 

were ohtainecl. 

April 23-30 
5 C l l l  20 cm 

Maxiinum (rnean) 7.7 "C 5.2 "C 
Minirnt~rn (mean) 3.1 - 4.5 - 

Average 5.4 - 4.8 - 

May 1-9 
Maximum (mean) 12.(i - 6.3 - 
Minimulri (mean) 3.5 - 5.6 - 

Average 8.0 - 6.0 - 

PREC:II'ITATION 
Precipitation 1vas measured near the field sta- 

tion and at the automatic recording station. T h e  
follo~ving table compares the results at Surtsey 
with precipitation measurements at StGrhiifdi 
(precipitation in rnin). 

I.ieltl t\rrtom. 
stdtlo~l st. St6rtioftl1 

April 21-30 44.3 67.8 59.2 
May 1-10 (5.0 8.1 13.1 
May 1-50 - 56.5 64.7 
Jurle 1-16 - 82.6 107.4 
August 1-1 3 - 25.4 41.2 

June 7-30 WIND 
Maximum (snearl) 16.2 - 12.2 - WincI velocity was me;-tsurecl at the automatic 

Minimum (mean) 9.1 - 10.7 - station, at 2 meters above ground level. T h e  

Average 12.7 - 11.5 - I'ollo.cving mean v a l ~ ~ e s  were obtained (meters 
per sec ond). 

July  1-30 (excepting 
17th and 18th at 5 cm) 
Maximum (mean) 22.1 - 16.6 - 

Miiiilriu~rl (meal]) 12.0 - 14.4 - 
Average 17.0 - 15.5 - 

April 21-30 5.4 
May 1-31 5.1 
J u n e  1-16 5.1 
J I S ~ Y  25-51 3.2 
August 1-13 3.9 

Aug. 1-28 This is roughly hall the ~vind speed rneasurerl. 
Maxirnuni (riie;~n) 17.8 - 14.4 - at StGrhofcli at 10 rrietres above the ,ground, and 
Min i~num (mean) 13.2 - 12.7 - comparable to tlie wind at several coastal and 
Average 15.5 - 13.6 - la11c1 statiorr, in southel-11 Icelmld. 




